
OHIO VALLEY DISTRICT ALLIANCE WOMEN MINIISTRIES

NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2010

VISION STATEMENT

The Ohio Valley District Alliance Women Leadership Team will partner with local church leaders to enable balanced women’s ministries.
MISSION STATEMENT
With prayer and dependence on God, we will partner with local church leaders to facilitate and resource women’s ministry in the local church through mentoring, teaching leadership and ministry skills, encouraging and equipping for: fellowship, prayer, discipleship, missions, and outreach.  

Our national theme for 2010-2011 is “ON THE MOVE”.  Throughout the writings of scripture we see  God On the Move.  In our world today, there are still many evidences that God is On the Move to bring His kingdom to pass.  As Alliance Women we want to partner with the Christian & Missionary Alliance to push back the darkness in countries around the world.  The goal this year is to raise nationwide $350,000 for projects in Creative Access Countries.  The projects include women’s ministries, community centers, art/music centers, handicraft/business training, ESL centers, pastor/leadership training, media outreach, medical work, marriage encounters, street children ministry, and new ministry development teams.  
Our Spiritual Emphasis is for women to become spiritually fit in Christ through the exercise of spiritual disciplines.  In the Leadership Link magazine there is an excellent 12-week bible study which will enable our women to achieve this goal.  

Theme Verse:   Proverbs 4:11-13 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)
“I am teaching you the way of wisdom; I am guiding you on straight paths.

When you walk, your steps will not be hindered, when you run, you will

not stumble.  Hold on to instruction, don’t let go. Guard it, for it is your life.”
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On the Move with thoughts from Renee’
Acts 17: 24, 25, 28 (NIV) says “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.  And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. … For in him we live and move and have our being.” Just as He has given each of us life and breath He will direct our every move if we are obedient in our walk with Him.  In Proverbs 3:5&6, we are told to trust in the Lord with all of our heart and lean not on our own understanding, and He will make our paths straight by removing the obstacles that hinder us from being obedient to Him. By obeying Jesus’ commandment to love God with all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength we will move into a deeper relationship with God.  As we engage in the practice of spiritual disciplines regularly, we can change, with the power and grace of the Holy Spirit, sinful habits into good habits that make us more like Christ and connect us closer to God.  
On the Move to Collect Local Annual Reports 

Please complete your annual women’s ministries reports and mail them ASAP so that I can complete my district report by September 30. I need reports from each church in order to have an accurate assessment of women’s ministries in the Ohio Valley District. Even though your church may not have been very active I still need to a report from the pastor’s wife or women’s ministry leader.  Annual Reports should include information from July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010.  Report forms and instructions can be downloaded from the website: www.alliancewomen.org.  Click menu-resources-local report form and instructions.  
On the Move with OVDAW Fall Retreat Plans

Our Retreat Chairperson, Linda Gray, along with her committee has been on the move this summer to develop plans for a wonderful retreat weekend at the Roberts Centre in Wilmington, Ohio.  MOVE FAST and send in your registration fee to Rena Lyons to take advantage of the Early Bird Rate of $70 by September 30.  Please make your own room reservations and request Alliance Women Ministries’ Special Rate ($79+tax per room) at 1-800-654-7036 or www.robertscentre.com.

 Every church should have received flyers and brochures for distribution during July and August.  Please contact me if more information is needed.  
On the Move to “Pass the Salt”
This past year we have been collecting contributions for the national project, “Pass the Salt”.  The national goal was $345,000, and our district goal was $23,000.  On June 30, 2010 we were very far from meeting our goal so Susan Bernard, national director, said that all monies mailed to the national office by August 25 would go toward the past year’s project.  The final total from our district is $16,353.19.  Thank you Alliance Women for all of the contributions. 
Stamp Ministry On the Move

The Alliance Stamp Ministry had a very good year in 2009. Monies generated by the sale of stamps resulted in a total of $23,000 being sent to the National Office for the printing of Christian literature for Central and South American countries.  In 2009 seven new books were printed from the money that was sent.  

Many of the imperfect stamps and albums that were thrown away in the past are now being sold at auction at a stamp club in Cape Coral.  This new outlet is generating between $50 and $300 each month that the club meets.  Keep up the good work on the cutting stamps!
Our District International Workers are On the Move

There are two families who will be on Home Assignment in 2010-2011.  Jonathan and Fiona Snowdon along with their three children are living in Centerville, Ohio.  Jonathan will be on tour in the Ohio Valley District from September 9 until October 18, and then he will travel to North Dakota and Montana finishing with that tour on November 18.  Please pray for Jonathan as he shares their family’s experiences in language study and ministry in Senegal over the past three years.  Remember to pray for Fiona as she cares for the three children.  Both Molly(age 7) and Brianna(age 5) will be attending an English school this fall so pray that they will be able to make some good friendships, and the schooling experience will be very positive.  
Jason and Elissa Drummond along their son, Elijah, will arrive in Washington, D.C. on September 22.  They will be in the States for four months during which time they are expecting the birth of their second child on November 6.  They will be in the Ohio Valley District from September 28-October 12 with speaking engagements in Galion (9/29), Akron(10/3), and Fairhaven in Dayton (10/9-11).  They will be spending time with both sets of parents while in the States.  They will depart for Indonesia on January 14, 2011. Special Prayer Request for the 22 hour plane ride to Washington, D.C., the safe arrival of Drummond #2, safe travels, good health, and wonderful visits with families and friends.   

Chris and Julee Bellar who have served with CAMA since January 2008 are transitioning into Indonesia from Cambodia.   They will arrive in Bandung the first of September for a year of language study before going to Aceh to work with the Drummonds.  The Bellars are the parents of two boys, Aiden(3yrs. old) and Kailen(1yr. old).  Special Prayer Request is provision of childcare while Chris and Julee are in language study.   

Mike and Carol Welty, OVD International Workers in Ecuador, have officially retired. The OVDAW sent them a retirement gift of $1600 for their 40 years of service. They are 

 residing in Bradenton, Florida. Special Prayer Request for Mike who will be on missions tour in Puerto Rico beginning September 17.  
Our TCKs  are On the Move 
First of all what is a TCK?  “TCK” is an acronym for Third-Culture Kid” which was formerly referred to as “MK”.  Alliance Women Ministries has adopted the “TCK” acronym because it more accurately describes the children and youth we serve in our adoption program.  Third-Culture Kids are those who spend most of their growing up 
years in a foreign country learning a culture which is different from their passport country.  It becomes home to them, therefore, they need support as they transition from
one country to another every four years when their family is on Home Assignment furlough.   
Mary Kaye Pease, District TCK Coordinator, has been very diligent in finding adoptive churches for all of our district international workers’ children.  There are two TCKs that still need to be adopted so if your church is interested please contact Mary Kay Pease. 

It is so important for these children to be adopted by a church who will take a personal interest in them during the time they are away from family and friends while their parents are in full time Christian service in foreign countries.  Remembering them on their birthday and other holidays make them feel so special.  Each church that has adopted one of our TCKs should spend no more than $80 per year.  It is important to remember when there are several children in a family that each of them looks forward to hearing from their adoptive church family. Communicating with the child and their parents on a regular basis is much easier now with E-mail.  Make plans to have the family visit your church when they are on Home Assignment so that your congregation has an opportunity to develop a closer relationship with the TCK. 
In 2002 a TCK Life Scholarship Fund was established by the Ohio Valley District Alliance Women to provide scholarships to LIFE.  LIFE is held every three years at various venues throughout the U.S.  We made the commitment to pay the registration fee for each TCK that wants to attend the LIFE Youth Conference.  For LIFE 2010 held in Lousiville, Ky. we provided three scholarships to the following young women:  Leticia Julian, Maddie Bonvillain, and Raquel Undheim.  

Our Outfit Fund is On the Move
A great big THANK YOU to all of the AW groups who have contributed to the Outfit Fund on an ongoing basis each year.  The Outfit Fund has a balance of over $9,000 at this time.  We will be giving the Snowdons Outfit Fund money this fall, and then for the next two years we will need approximately $8000 per year in order to fulfill our commitment to each of our International Worker families that will be returning to the States for Home Assignment in 2011 and 2012.
Our District Website is On the Move
 Fran Doty, our webmaster, has made many updates to our website so please take time to check it out.  It is our desire to make this very informative for all who visit the site.  Visit: www.alliancewomen-ovd.org
On the Move to train for the “walk for the World”  Walkathon
Alliance Women Ministries is sponsoring a national walkathon called “Walk for the World” to raise funds for the 2010-2011 National Project that benefits ministries in Creative Access Countries.  You will find all of the information for this exciting event at www.alliancewomen.org.   

So…get On the Move to organize a walkathon for your church on April 30, 2011. If this date doesn’t work for your church then choose another date and begin making plans. Try to make this a community event by advertising in the local newspaper, displaying posters in local businesses, and involving friends outside your church. 
ON THE MOVE WITH FUTURE DATES AND EVENTS
2010
September  
 9 -       Fall District Missions Tours begin




10-        Local Annual Reports due to District Director




15-        District Operating Expense Fund Contributions Due




19-        Fall Interdistrict Missions Tour begins 

 


30-        Retreat Early Bird Registration ends


 

             District Annual Report due to Susan Bernard

October         -                  1st Call National Project Money



15-        Retreat Registration Deadline





17-       District Missions Tour ends


                     22 &23-       Alliance Women Ministries District Retreat

November
  6-       OVDAW District Leadership Team Meeting



              14-        Interdistrict Missions Tour ends

30-       4th Suggested Outfit Fund Contribution


December
25-       Merry Christmas 




31-       National Ministry Fund Contribution Due 
ON THE MOVE TO BETTER COMMUNICATIONS
The next issue of our District Alliance Women Ministries Newsletter will be sent electronically for all of those on the mailing list that have an e-mail address.  I have updated my database within the last month with the most current mailing addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses.  If there are any changes that need to be made please contact me using the information below.
Renee’ McKellogg, 34 Kelley Drive, Florence, KY 41042,  E-mail: mckelloggs@fuse.net
Phone:  859-371-1692 (home)   859-760-4465 (cell)
ON THE MOVE WITH ALLIANCE WOMEN MINISTRIES OBJECTIVES


PRAYER   by Dale Hughes

Teaching about prayer in Luke 11, Jesus tells us to keep asking, to keep searching, and to keep knocking.  But as we ask and search and knock are we really, in our persistence, expecting anything to happen?   Going through the motions is insincere if our approach is not with belief and expectation through the power of the Holy Spirit.  In our own finite understanding we are apt to look for the ordinary rather than the extraordinary, and this is definitely not what is promised in His Word.   As a child of God, live with “GREAT EXPECTATIONS” and you will receive!

OUTREACH  by Nancy Voght

Being a firm believer in  “ friendship evangelism”, I cherish opportunities in small groups to intentionally, strategically, share salvation narratives among non-believers  Cook together. (It will look like your “home economics” experiences in school.)  Each member brings a guest with whom they have been developing a relationship, to a host home to share the experience.  As you eat the food you prepared together, a previously chosen narrator can tell of a time in her life when her faith in God got her through a crisis or shaped her life; the less formal the better.  Send leftovers home with guests.



DISCIPLESHIP by Omee Thao

Take one.  Please- help yourself and take one!  Take what, you may ask?  Grab or take a neighbor today!  Get out of your own little box, take an extra step, and grab a neighbor.  Invite her for a walk, offer to take her to lunch, go for a cup of coffee, bike riding, etc.  Who knows what can happen when we allow God to be the leader of this wonderful journey you are about to take.  All we need to do is take one.  Happy journey!

MISSIONS  by  Marilyn Lauffer
******Prayer for the Lost around the Globe******
The air raid siren had sounded and we were in a sealed room wearing gas masks.  I began to imagine our Alliance constituency hearing the news on CNN.  They would look through their well worn prayer manuals and find our names.  We would be prayed for-that thought comforted me for years.  It wasn’t a bad thought.  What if every time an international incident spurred on a prayer meeting for the lost?  What if a current event sent our people searching the website for the international workers in that country?  Let the international challenges of the day challenge you to pray!



FELLOWSHIP by Judith Morris

Christianity is as much a public walk as it is private communion with God, and building community among believers is paramount to having a healthy and vibrant ministry to women. Being transparent and authentic is what cultivates community, and that is fellowship.  The enemy would isolate us, make us think we are on our own, but when we share our joys and heartaches, victories and defeats with one another, we realize we are not alone in our journey.  We are comforted, and gain strength to carry on. 
This newsletter is being sent to all of the pastor’s wives and women ministry leaders in the Ohio Valley District as a means of communicating and partnering with local church leaders to provide resources for ministry to women.  Let’s join together and get moving to make this great year!
Alliance Women Ministries District Director,

Renee’ McKellogg
FYI:  Please send all monies to our new district treasurer: Gail Kirchner
  7129 Glade Lane, Florence, KY  41042,  e-mail: gkirchner3@insightbb.com
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